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News release
For immediate release

Constructing a wetland in Nipissing First Nation to support vital plant species

Nipissing First Nation, Ontario, September 10, 2024 —Nipissing First Nation has received
$90,000 through the Natural Infrastructure Fund to construct a wetland that can convert nutrient-
rich wastewater into environmentally-safe non-potable water, for growing ecologically significant
plant species.

Wetlands store carbon; help communities prevent floods, droughts, and adapt to environmental
change; improve water quality by removing pollutants; and provide important habitat for fish and
wildlife.

Nipissing First Nation is working to increase environmental resilience in the region by growing
local plant species. Once installed, the wetland will be capable of filtering contaminants out of
wastewater so it can be used to irrigate important and rare pollinator and marsh based plant
species. The community aims to become a regional leader in the use of modern green
technologies.

Quotes

"This is an exciting and innovative project! Nipissing First Nation will be able to repurpose
wastewater and use it to grow food security in the community and cultivate climate resilience on
the land."

The Honourable Anthony Rota member of Parliament for Nipissing—Timiskaming, on behalf of
the Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities

“Nipissing First Nation is honoured to receive grant funding through the Natural Infrastructure
Fund, enabling the installation of an innovative Constructed Wetland at the Mnogin
Greenhouse. This achievement marks a significant step forward in our Nation’s commitment to
enhancing food security, promoting environmental sustainability, and strengthening community
resilience while leading the implementation of sustainable green technologies within the region.”

Cathy Bellefeuille-Stevens, Chief, Nipissing First Nation

“By implementing this natural infrastructure solution, we will not only mitigate the environmental
impact of wastewater but also contribute to the preservation of the Jocko Point Raised Beach
Complex, an Area of Natural and Scientific Interest. In addition, the NFN Environment
Department will be incorporating native wetland flowering plant species into the design to help
preserve biodiversity and enhance pollinator habitat in the region.”

Curtis Avery, Environment Manager, Nipissing First Nation
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e The federal government is committed to making our communities more livable — green
places that are beautiful, healthier, and more sustainable and resilient.

e The federal government is investing $90,000 in this project through the Natural
Infrastructure Fund (NIF).

e NIF supports projects that use natural or hybrid approaches to increase resilience to
climate change, mitigate carbon emissions, protect and preserve biodiversity and wildlife
habitats, and promote Canadians’ access to nature.

e Examples of natural infrastructure include urban forests, street trees, wetlands, living
dikes, bioswales, and naturalized coastal restoration.

e Hybrid infrastructure incorporates elements of engineered grey infrastructure to enhance
or support natural infrastructure and/or the use of ecosystem processes. Examples of
hybrid infrastructure include green roofs and walls, and naturalized stormwater ponds.

e A minimum of 10% of the overall program envelope will be allocated to Indigenous-led
projects.

Associated Links

Natural Infrastructure Fund
https://housing-infrastructure.canada.ca/nif-fin/index-eng.html

Strengthened Climate Plan
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/climate-
plan-overview.html

Federal infrastructure investments in Ontario
https://housing-infrastructure.canada.ca/plan/prog-proj-on-eng.html
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For more information (media only), please contact:

Micaal Ahmed

Communications Manager

Office of the Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities
343-598-3920

micaal.ahmed@infc.gc.ca

Media Relations

Housing, Infrastructure and Communities Canada
613-960-9251

Toll free:; 1-877-250-7154

Email: media-medias@infc.gc.ca

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn
Web: Housing, Infrastructure and Communities Canada

Curtis Avery
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Manager of Environment
Nipissing First Nation
705-845-1111
curtisa@nfn.ca
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